
March 9,1998 . ,

Mr. Lawrence M. Noble - A *
Office of General Counsel . AD fl /
Federal.Election Commission. • r

999EStreet,N.W. _5
Washington, D.C. 20463 .

Dear Mr. Noble, .

This is in response to your letter dated 2/27/98 requesting more information regarding White Oak
Technologies, Inc.'s ("WOTI") Request for Advisory Opinion (AOR 1998-4). We appreciate the
opportunity to clarify our plans concerning the possible use of FEC contributor records.

One area that requires particular clarification is the extent to which WOTI intends to make-use of
FEC data. WOTI is not proposing to sell or redistribute FEC data in any manner. Rather, WOTI
simply wishes to display limited amounts of FEC data during client presentations .and in its sales
literature as part,of a marketing campaign that illustrates WOTTs technological capabilities. This
marketing campaign is targeted at private sector organizations with an interest in fraud control
(such as financial and health-care institutions), as well as government organizations concerned
with fraud,control or law enforcement.

WOTI wishes to display FEC data in its technology marketing presentations for several reasons.
First, and foremost, is the high interest level that will be generated by .WOTTs application of
innovative technology to the highly publicized topic of campaign finance improprieties.
Second, FEC data provides an ideal illustration of the defects and deficiencies found in
comparable transaction databases in the commercial world. Finally, viewers of our presentations
are able to validate the findings that we present (and thus confirm the potential value of our.
technology if applied to their data) by independently examining the publicly available FEC data.

In the Federal Election Commission v. Legi-Tech Inc. decision, the court stated that.

The state and the FEC's implementing regulation provide for the full disclosure of political
contributions, and that regulation generally permits the 'use and publication of the information. The
exception is where the principal purpose of the use of this information is the solicitation of
contributions or the commercial sale of the. information itself.

As stated above, WOTTs intention is neither to sell FEC data nor to use FEC data for the
solicitation of contributions. Rather, WOTI hopes to increase the sale of its technological
services by presenting to potential clients an interesting example of an innovative solution to a
highly topical problem. This Request for Advisory Opinion is intended to obtain a confirmation •
from the FEC that WOTTs use of FEC data in such a marketing campaign would not constitute
"unacceptable commercial use". .

White Oak
1090? Wheeler Drive, Silver Spring, Maryland20901 • (301)681-8920 • info@woti.com
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Following are responses to your specific questions:

. 1. Describe the type, of clients to whom you would offer WOTI services. For example;
state whether clients would consist of political action committees, political party
committees, or Federal candidate campaign committees. Specific names of possible
clients need not be given.

Response: This marketing campaign is targeted at private sector organizations with an interest in
fraud control (such as financial and health-care institutions), as well as government organizations
concerned with fraud control or law enforcement.

2. Provide copies of any promotional material which you would submit to clients
described in your response to. question one. Include any specialized material
prepared for clients who may engage in any form of soliciting political contributions
or other Jundraising for any purpose.

Response: Attached as Exhibit 1 is a copy of typical marketing materials that would, be submitted
to potential clients to promote these technological services.. You will note that Pages 8,11, and.

• 12 display FEC data, with names and other identifying elements modified. The specific intent of -
this Request for Advisory Opinion is to determine whether marketing materials that include

unmodified, names and other identifying information as contained in FEC data. WOTI does not
intend to distribute or publish FEC data beyond such a limited use in its marketing materials. The
principal purpose of this display is to demonstrate WOTTs technological approach to processing
comparable databases. . . : .

3. The exhibits included in your request include information from FEC reports which
• would identify the recipient campaign, the contributor's name, State, and occupation,

and the data and amount of the contribution. State whether you would also display
t h e address o f t h e contributor. . . .

Response: WOTI will not display the address of the contributor in its marketing materials.
However, note that on Page 8 of Exhibit 1, the City and ZIP code are displayed. This display is
intended to illustrate the ability of WOTPs. technology to aggregate .comparable transaction
information despite variations or errors in such data elements. '

4. Your request states that you will be using FECA information to demonstrate the
research ability of your software system.. State whether the final product given to
your clients would also include information from FEC reports...

Response: As' stated above, the sole purpose for using FECA information is to demonstrate
WOTTs technological capabilities. Products delivered to clients will not include information
derived.from FEC reports. , •
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Please direct all correspondence regarding this Request for Advisory Opinion to the undersigned.

Sincerely,

.Alan J. Broder, President
White Oak Technologies, Inc.
. 10907 Wheeler Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20901.

Phone: (301)681-8920
Facsimile: (301)754-3856

Attachment: Exhibits 1
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