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Discussion of Commission's Response to Alleged Foreign Interference in 
American Elections 

The American public is justifiably alarmed by the reports of foreign attempts to influence 
the 2016 U.S. presidential election. They want action from their federal government- including 
the Federal Election Commission. Members of Congress are similarly alarmed and have 
demanded that we act. 1 

It is this Commission's duty to respond, and to respond forcefully. Whether a hostile 
foreign power provided anything of value in connection with a federal, state, or local election 
goes to the very heart of the Federal Election Commission's mission andjurisdiction.

2 This 
Commission is sworn to fulfill "the sovereign's obligation to preserve the basic conception of a 
political community."

3

This is an all-hands-on-deck moment for our democracy. Former Vice President Dick 
Cheney has said that Russia's alleged actions could be considered "an act of war" against the 
United States.

4 
Every part of our government that has jurisdiction over these issues must exercise

every scrap of its jurisdiction as fully as it can. 
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